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The teacher (and students) sef sticky Traps and leave them
for two days 1o collect some insect samples.

Using the traps, the students examine the bugs caught with

hand lenses and use description cards to identify what these
insects look like.

The students learn that insects have three body parts

- head, thorax (chest aread where the legs and wings are
attached), and abdomen (the tail end) - and siX legs.They

may or may not have wings, and they always have antennae.
To help the students remember these three parts have them
stand and point up when you call out “head". Have them point
to their chest when you call out “thorax” and point down
when you call out “abdomen”. The students will chant with the
teacher as well to remember these three words.

They will return to the book and each student will use a
post-it note 1o identify one body part on an illustration in
the book. Several illustrations will be used so that each child
can place their sticky note. A poster of a large bug is also
included in The lesson plans (or available for download) o use
when reviewing the head, thorax, and abdomen.

The students will revisit the card sort and revise the rule
they used for deciding when something was or was not an
insect. They should be able 1o state the rule That those with
a head, thorax and abdomen were p|aced in the insect pile
while those without those parts were not. They should then
be able to take another look at their sticky frap insects and
refine their :dentification of those as well.
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Outdoor Insects

Spiders
Butterflies
Ants
Mosquitoes
Bees

Flies
Beetle
Centipede
Millipede

Lady Bug

Rolly Polly
Caterpillar
Praying Mantis
Cricket

Firefly

Wasps

Ticks




Background:

The world is filled with ingects and creepy crawlies. Some
are harmful and some are beneficial To our environment.
Oftenwe need to balance the view of insects with proper

est management. This is never more true than when the
‘ngects invade our living space and cause problems either
structurally or health wise.

Scientists who study insects and pests use careful
observation and classification skills to identify these :
In this activity the students will have a chance to examine
bugs in their environment and to develop some observation,
description and classification skills that will benefit them in
this and fufure science lessons.

There are more +han one million species of insects. They are
the largest class of organisms on our planef. They fall under
a group called arthropods (these have an exoskeleton, @

segmen’red body. join’red legs and each side of their body is
Y meftrical). Insects are usually class as such because
a head, thoraX, abdomen, an
horax. They may also have wings attac
thorax and Two antennae attached fo their head.




Ask the students:

n

Did its body look long or round:

Did your insect have a tail or antennge?
How many legs did your insect have?

What color was your insect?

Did your insect have a mouth, ears or eyes?

After you draw q couple of insects from the student
descriptions, give the kids a chance to add any other facts they

Next, give the sfudents the "Is it gn insect?” deck of the cards
(enclosed or available for download). Ask them to sort them into
two piles, those they think are insects and those they do not




For this activity, use the pull-apart organism cards included in the
packet or available for download. The cards each feature photos
and labels of various animals and insects, including:

Ask the students. “What is a pest?”. After the students have their
definition of @ “pest” on the board read aloud the book, “What's
Bugging You?". Pause frequently to allow students 1o tell stories

of pests their parents have found in their homes. To focus the
students in this read aloud and help tune their listening skills have
them help compile a list of good things and bad things that insects
do for our environment. Post the good things, bad things list in the
room.

Explain o the students that detectives are good at observing
things. Show the students a photo of a bug from the flash cards or
one from the book and ask them fo give you good describing words
for what they see. Some may point out the wings or the legs and
others will notice more detail. It is ok to keep asking, *What else

do you notice?"

Now ask the students 1o tell you where insects live. Record them
‘n Two lists, one inside and one outside. This is To prepare for the
sticky traps activity.




Insect Anatomy Cards:

Card 1: Drawing of wings with the word “wings"

Card 2: Drawing of legs with the word “legs"”.
This card should have the prompt “how
many legs?"

Card 3: Drawing of eyes with the word “eyes"”

Card 4: Drawing of antennae with the word

“antennae”

Card 5: Drawing of round body with the words
“round body"

Card 6: Drawing of square body with the words
“square body"

Card 7: Drawing of oval body with the words
“oval body"
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*What's Bugging You?" Feedback

Thank you for using "What's Bugging You?" in the classroom. To help
us improve on this lesson plan and future lesson plans we may develop,
please provide feedback using the form below, or simply e-mail us af
becky.johnson@fleishman.com.

1. Using the scale below, how would you rate the
effectiveness of the "What's Bugging You?"
lesson plans?

1= Very effective

2 = Effective

3 = Neutral

4 = Ineffective
5 = Very ineffective

2 Which activity in the lesson plans did you find to be

the most popular with your students? Which activity did
you, as an educator, find the most effective?

3. What suggestions do you have to improve on the
lesson plans?




